B K12 PRIVATE ACADEMY

STUDENT AND PARENT HANDBOOK
2022-2023




Contents

SECTION 1: WELCOME AND SCHOOL OVERVIEW.........uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee e 4
Welcome to K12 Private ACAAEMY .........oouiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiii e 4
The K12 Private Academy Mission and ValUEs...............oeuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiiieeeeeiieeees 5

SECTION 2: GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION ...ttt 7
Glossary of Key Terms and ACIONYIMS .......ccoiiiiiiiiiiiiieee ettt e et a e e e e e e annsaeeeaeeas 7
Enroliment and Holiday Calendars............ooiiiiiiiiiiiiae e 8
Technology REQUITEMENTS ..........iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie s 12
Communicating with K12 Private ACAdemMY ...........ouuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e 12

Class CONNECE LIVE SESSIONS.........uuuuuiiiiiiiiiiiiitiiiie s 13
CommUNICALION TOOIS ......coiiiiiiiiiii ittt 15
Standardized ASSESSMENT ..........ooiiiiiiiii e 16
School Community and Student Life .........oooviiiiiiiiiiii 17

SECTION 3: PREPARING FOR STUDENT SUCCESS ... 20
Role of the Parent / Other Adult (Learning Coach) ...........ccuuiiiiiiiiii i 20
Orientation and Support for Using the Online Tools and Systems ............cooovvviviiiiiiiiieiiieeneee. 20

SECTION 4: PROGRAM INFORMATION, LOWER, AND UPPER SCHOOL..........cccccvevieeeenns 23
LOWET SChOOI, Grades K-5 ... ..o e et et e e e e e e et e e e e e 23

Grading Scales and Course Completion in Lower SChOOl............uuuuiiiiiiiiiieeceeeeeeeeennn 24
CoUrse COMPIBLION. .....oeiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeee s 25
Course DOCUMENTALION..........uiiiiiiiii ettt e e e e e e st a e e e e e e e e e aan 25
[RT=T o o] A7 (o TSP PRURSPPRRRRPPRRN 26
Upper SChool, Grades B-12........ccoo ottt aeennaane 26

Grading Scales and Course ComPIEtION...........oiiiiiiiiiiiii e 28

High School Graduation ReqUIrEMENTS...........ooiiiiiiiiiiiie e 29

NCAA ENGIDILY ...ttt e e e et e e e e e e e e e nbbe e e e eeaeeeeeannns 30

Dual Enroliment at a College or UniVersity...............oiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 30

School and College Counseling for Full-Time Students ... 31
SECTION 5: SCHOOL POLICIES...... ..ottt 37

Policy: Absence/INactivity/TIUGNCY ...........uuiiiiiiaaaiiiiieeee et a e e 38

Policy: AcademiC INtegrity ..........oooiiiiiiiiii e 40

Policy: Course Change/Add/Drop REQUESES .............uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee e 44

Policy: Course COMPIBLION ........cciiiiiiiiiiiiee et e e e e et e e e e e e e e 45

Policy: Course Accelerations and EXtENSIONS .............eoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieee e 47

Policy: Course Failure and Repeat Credit.............ccuuiiiiiiiiiiiiie e 49

Policy: Course WithdraWalS...........oouiiiiiiiiiiii ettt e e e 50

Policy: Grade APPEAIS..........ccoiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt aaaaaaa————_ 52

Policy: Grade Level Assignment and Promotion ... 53

Policy: Late WOrk POIICY ........coooiiiiiiiiiei e 55

Policy: Objectionable Materials. .............cooiiiiii e 56

Policy: Program Withdrawal ... 57

Policy: Reshipping Materials. ... 58

( 1
(2 )



Policy: Responsible Use of TEChNOIOGY ......ccccoiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiee e
Policy: Student Code of CONAUCT............ouiiiiiiiiiiii e

Policy: Transfer Credit




SECTION 1: WELCOME AND SCHOOL OVERVIEW

Welcome to K12 Private Academy

K12 Private Academy, powered by Stride, is an accredited, private institution serving
students worldwide. While K12 Private Academy is a diploma-granting school, we also
partner with other schools to provide opportunities for students in our part-time and full-
time student models. K12 Private Academy is accredited by Cognia and is recognized by
the Virginia Council for Private Education. Accreditation means that our programs and
curriculum have been reviewed and meet rigorous standards that are recognized by
colleges, universities, and employers.

K12 Private Academy is staffed by highly skilled, state-certified teachers spanning
kindergarten through grade 12 with experience and training to teach Stride courses using
our own national instructional model tailored for the virtual environment. Stride has
dedicated the most experienced and qualified team members to provide extensive
support for families. You will be well cared for through the extended efforts of your
support team—composed of teachers, academic success coaches, counselors,
administrators, admissions advisors, registrars, enroliment consultants—and customer
service and technical support representatives. All teams work collaboratively and
consistently to provide the proper support and guidance students need to flourish
educationally. K12 Private Academy team members truly share a common passion for
educating young people.

Providing support to students is a priority for K12 Private Academy. This Student
Handbook is just another way that we support our students and parents. Please use this
handbook as a centralized location for policies and program information so that you stay
informed about what K12 Private Academy and its teachers expect from students, as well
as what you can expect from us. At K12 Private Academy, every staff member is focused
on helping you be successful.

Welcome, from the entire staff of K12 Private Academy!

If you wish to contact the K12 Private Academy, please feel free to reach out to the
school at:

K12 Private Academy
2300 Corporate Park Drive
Herndon, VA 20171

Phone: 855.564.0170
Fax: 866.728.3086
E-mail: inadmin@Strideprivateacademy.org



mailto:inadmin@Strideprivateacademy.org

K12 Private Academy reserves the right to modify, discontinue or add policies and
procedures as it deems appropriate at any time. Although families will be advised of
revised policies, K12 Private Academy does not require student or family
acknowledgment or consent to enforce the policies herein.

The K12 Private Academy Mission and Values

Mission Statement

At K12 Private Academy, we are committed to bringing individualized learning to all kinds
of minds and removing barriers that keep children from reaching their true potential.

We encourage our students to:

Share in our excitement of learning

Achieve mastery of core knowledge

Contribute to the community

Embrace and respect diversity and change

Act with kindness and strength of character

Passionately pursue academic and extracurricular interests
e Reach their unique, innate personal potential

School Values and Commitments

The following values and commitments describe how K12 Private Academy, and its
students will work together to meet the above mission.

School Culture
All K12 Private Academy students, parents, faculty, and staff participate in learning as a
lifelong process and actively support the learning of others.
e Students are actively engaged in their academic coursework.
e Parents and student advocates utilize K12 Private Academy tools and resources to
monitor and motivate student learning.
e Faculty and staff work to design and implement programs and services that
improve student achievement.
e Faculty engages in ongoing individual professional improvement.

Engagement
Success is achieved by collective and individual engagement.
e Students show activity within their courses in an appropriate amount of time.
e Students complete their courses within the specified amount of time.
e Students are given the opportunity to be involved in clubs and organizations.
e Parents, guardians, and school officials are engaged with their students’ education.




e Students are given the opportunity to actively communicate with teachers and
school community.

Instruction
All K12 Private Academy students are supported by faculty and staff who provide
meaningful learning experiences and opportunities for individual academic success.
e Students are supported by faculty and staff who are proficient in their content area
and use a variety of instructional strategies.
e Students utilize instructional tools designed to promote academic honesty and
achievement.
e Faculty creates connections with students through meaningful content,
personalized feedback, and individual support.
e K12 Private Academy ensures student success by providing continued supervision
and support of faculty and analysis of instructional strategies.

Achievement
All K12 Private Academy students, parents, faculty, and staff view their role as critical to
attaining a common mission: empowering students to achieve their academic and
personal goals.
e Students, parents, faculty, and staff are provided appropriate resources and
services to meet the needs of students.
e K12 Private Academy conducts regular programmatic evaluations of student
performance to inform school improvement.
e K12 Private Academy works with the parent organization to enhance
organizational collaboration in support of student achievement.

K12 Private Academy staff leverages opportunities for sharing, communication, and
collaboration to develop a broader sense of the Stride community.

K12 Private Academy and Stride, Inc.

K12 Private Academy offers curriculum from Stride, a leading provider of online education
for grades K-12. We have a commitment to deliver world-class personalized education
with the singular goal to help each student reach his or her true, personal potential. As
such, K12 Private Academy can offer its students and families the strength of Stride’s
curriculum and school design. For more information about Stride, please visit Error!
Hyperlink reference not valid..




SECTION 2: GENERAL SCHOOL INFORMATION

Glossary of Key Terms and Acronyms
See your school section (Lower School or Upper School) for detailed application of these
terms...

OLS - Learning platform for grade K-5 courses
OMHS - Desire to Learn (D2L) learning platform for grade 6-12 courses

Class Connect - "Live" class sessions held and recorded in our Newrow "classroom”
tool.

Flipped Follow-Up - Follow-Up from the flipped lesson recording. The 1st half of the
session is focused on the lesson activity. The 2nd half of the session is a time for
students to ask questions and get additional help.

Target Teach - Targeted instruction focused on remediation (tutoring). Teachers invite
specific students each week, depending on needs/trends in their courses.

S.0.A.R (Students on a Roll)- Reteach/Retest opportunity for students. Any student who
wishes to improve his/her grade may attend the session to find out what they need to
work on to improve a previously earned grade. The teacher determines the assignment.

Help Lab — An opportunity for students to ask questions and get additional help on
specific assignments they bring to the Help Lab with them.

Wolfpack Check-In Meeting - Upper School teachers will be assigned a group of FT
students called the “Wolfpack.” Lower School (K-5) teachers will work with the students
within their homeroom. The purpose of the Wolfpack is to allow for a chance to build
school community and provide an additional layer of support for students. Weekly
sessions will be held to check-in, socialize, and provide general announcements.
Wolfpack leaders may also cover an assigned student skillset topic each week

Learning Coach (LC) - A parent, guardian, family member, or other trusted adult who is
identified to fill the role of providing in person support to students. The role of Learning
Coach is defined differently based on the age and grade level of the student and is
defined in later portions of this handbook.

Cohort - Enrollment period that lasts 180 days for students in grades K-5, and is
semester-based for students enrolled in grades 6-12

Engagement - The measure of the degree of attention, curiosity, interest, optimism, and
passion that students show when they are learning or being taught, which extends to the




level of motivation they must have to learn and progress in their education. Engagement
is demonstrated through a student’s pace and academic progress.

ASC - Academic Success Coach is the Student Support Team member who supports
the orientation of students in grades 6-12 to the online instructional program and tools
and provides intervention and support for students who are off pace in their courses and
need additional support to get on track.

Homeroom Teacher — This is the role of teachers for the K-5!" grade students and is the
first point of contact for students and Learning Coaches in grades K-5. The Homeroom
Teacher will meet with K-5 Learning Coaches and students quarterly on an individual
basis.

K12PA- Is one shortened version of the school’'s name, K12 Private Academy.

Naviance Student - Is the name for the college/career planning and documentation tool
provided by K12 Private Academy, also referenced by its proprietary name, Naviance®.

Enrollment and Holiday Calendars

In response to the needs of families, K12 Private Academy has developed flexible
enrollment cohort options throughout the fall, spring, and summer, which maximize
enrollment flexibility. Each enrollment cohort includes multiple start date options with a
common end date. Students can begin on any of the designated start dates within a
cohort and have a path to course completion that allows completion by the scheduled end
date.

e Lower School (grades K-5) courses follow a 180-day cohort schedule, which
represents an entire school year. Lower School students continue working in their
courses throughout the year.

e Students in grades 6-12 enroll in courses that represent half a school year (one
semester). Each fall cohort has a matching spring cohort. Students will
automatically be enrolled in the spring cohort that corresponds to their fall cohort. It
is important that students complete their fall courses well in advance of when their
spring cohort begins. Students’ fall and spring courses need to remain in
alignment to ensure their assignments, final grades, and transcripts are processed
successfully prior to the start of the next semester.

Advanced Placement (AP®) courses are offered in Fall Cohorts 1 and 2. Fall Cohort 3
follows a condensed calendar where students will complete their coursework as part of
the Cohort 2 classroom. The B or spring sections of AP® courses are only offered in
Spring Cohorts 1 and 2 to allow for completion prior to the scheduled College Board
testing schedule. As with our other courses, successful completion of the A section of
the AP® course is required to move on to the B section of that course.
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Students are not permitted to overlap fall semester and spring semester courses. Unique
scheduling needs should be discussed with the Enrollment Advisor or Academic Success
Coach (ASC) as early in the year as possible so that appropriate adjustments can be
made. K12 Private Academy has established policies for Course Acceleration and
Course Extensions.

Adjustments to start and end dates to accommodate unique family or student needs
require special approval by the Head of School and must be well-documented and
justified. Requests for any changes to start and end dates should first be discussed with
the student’s assigned ASC, who will start the process.

Cohort Schedules SY 22-23

Fall 2022

DOCUMENTATION AND SEMESTER COURSE END FULL YEAR COURSE END

CObO TUITION DEADLINE O iR DATE DATE
7/28/2022 8/3/2022

August Cohort 1/4/2023 5/26/2023
8/11/2022 8/17/2022
9/1/2022 9/7/2022

September Cohort 2/8/2023 6/30/2023
9/15/2022 9/21/2022
9/29/2022 10/5/2022

October Cohort 3/9/2023 7129/2023
10/13/2022 10/19/2022

Summer Cohorts

Summer cohorts are available for grades 6-12 only and represent full length semesters.
K12 Private Academy also offers more traditional condensed summer school options.
Summer school course offerings and cohort dates for both the full-length and condensed

summer cohorts are typically available by May 15t each year.
https://www.k12.com/private-academy/admissions/enroliment-calendar.htmi
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Academic Calendar School Year 22-23

The following school holidays and in-service days are observed during SY22-23.

Holiday Date
Labor Day September 5"
Veteran’s Day November 11™
Thanksgiving Break November 23™ - 25"
Winter Break December 21t - January 3
Martin Luther King Day January 16%
Presidents Day February 20™
Spring Break April 3 - April 7
Memorial Day May 29"
Independence Day July 4"

Students have access to their online courses 24/7, even during official school holidays.
The dates listed above represent days that school is not officially "in session", and there
is limited availability by teachers and support staff. These dates provide opportunities for
students to take a break but are also opportunities for students to catch up or get ahead
as they desire.

Students and families may also observe additional holidays. Some flexibility is built into
K12 Private Academy course calendars, and students may choose which days to
complete the work assigned for that week. Students needing to take an extended break
during normal school operating dates should communicate the need with their Academic
Success Coach.

lliness/Extended Inability to Participate

If a student is going to be out (unable to log in) for a period of 3 or more days, his or her
Lower School Homeroom teacher (K-5) or Academic Success Coach (6-12) must be
contacted in advance to report the expected absence. It is the responsibility of the student
and Learning Coach to plan with the teacher(s) regarding missed assignments. Students
should, whenever possible, work ahead before a planned absence rather than falling
behind and having to catch up. Scheduled schoolwork will not be waived.

Full-Time Enroliment

For full-time students, K12 Private Academy is typically their school of record. The full-
time program at K12 Private Academy is tuition-based and designed to meet the diverse
needs of students throughout the world who seek a comprehensive online school
experience and access to a wealth of private school services, such as clubs, activities,
school guidance services, and college/career counseling for high school students. Full-




time enrollment includes up to six (6) courses per semester/cohort, which normally
represents the requirements of completing a grade level. Students can take more than six
credits, but these additional credits must be purchased in addition to the full-time tuition
fees.

The minimum semester course-load for a full-time student is four, except for re-enrolling
final-semester seniors who have taken at least two semesters with K12 Private Academy
and fulfilled all other school graduation requirements. Students can purchase one or more
additional course(s) when it is educationally appropriate and with approval. Admissions
Advisors and the student support team at K12 Private Academy guide students and
parents through the selection of appropriate courses to achieve student goals and meet
graduation requirements.

Part-Time Enroliment

The part-time program at K12 Private Academy is designed to meet the diverse needs of
students throughout the world who wish to supplement their full-time school enrollment
with 1-3 online courses. Part-time students are responsible to receive pre-approval of the
Stride courses for transfer into their school of record. Upon completion of their part-time
courses each year, students may order an to document courses
completed and high school credits earned.

Part-time students enjoy the same curriculum, the same teacher support, and the same
online school platform as their full-time counterparts. However, access to certain clubs
(like National Honor Society), standard school counseling services, and academic
success coach support, are reserved for full-time students.

Part-time students will follow the same policies and procedures outlined in this handbook.
Please reach out to your subject area teachers for support and guidance with questions.

Pacing and Attendance Requirements

Stride curriculum allows students flexibility in the amount of time spent on schoolwork.
K12 Private Academy views student success in terms of lesson mastery, not attendance
hours; however, we have found that lesson mastery requires consistent and substantial
attendance. The following chart represents typical attendance hours required to achieve
lesson mastery in a full, six-course load:

Grade Level Yearly Hours ﬁgggsested bieEy Suggested Daily Hours
K-2 720 20 4
Grades 3-5 900 25 5
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https://www.parchment.com/u/registration/414347/account

Grades 6-12 900-1,080 25-30 5-6*
*Honors and AP® courses take significantly more time to complete. Students should
expect to spend additional time daily to maintain pacing in these courses.

Part-time students should expect to spend approximately five hours per week to complete
each course within the semester time frame.

Technology Requirements

To complete your courses successfully, you will need to make sure that you have a
desktop or laptop computer that has reliable broadband internet access. Computers are
not provided by Stride. It is the family's responsibility to make sure that students have a
reliable computer to work on. Lessons and assessments will not load correctly on mobile
devices such as tablets, cell phones, and Chromebooks. You can read specific
information about our technology requirements for our courses on our customer support
site here: .
Make sure to view the other articles about how to set up your Office 365 school email,
keep your computer virus free, and other helpful tips.

If you have any questions about these requirements, please reach out to your Academic
Success Coach.

Communicating with K12 Private Academy

Students and Learning Coaches are encouraged to contact teachers and non-
instructional support staff whenever they have a question, concern, or need help.
Depending on a student’s age and grade level, the Learning Coach will play a greater or
lesser role in making sure that questions and issues are asked and resolved, and that
students attend scheduled synchronous learning and support opportunities.

Students can log in and access course work at any time of the day, 24 hours a day during
their enroliment period, although staff are typically available during the normal school
week, Monday through Friday. Communications are typically returned well within a one
school day turnaround time. Students are expected to stay on pace and consistently work
through all their courses daily.

Enrollment

Most students engage with the Enroliment department when they first enroll. Once
enrolled, most enroliment-related questions are best directed to the student's assigned
support team, including an Academic Success Coach. Students and parents are
provided with contact information for their assigned support team shortly after enroliment.
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Academic Support

K12 Private Academy employs only certified teachers, and they are well-equipped to
guide student learning throughout their enroliment. Teacher contact information is
included in each online classroom. Parents and students are encouraged to develop a
relationship with the assigned teachers and attend as many scheduled Class Connect
sessions, help labs, and other synchronous opportunities as possible. Teachers are also
available by e-mail, phone, Skype, and text for individual questions.

Class Connect Live sessions

Video First Culture
e Teachers and students are expected to utilize webcams during small group,
classroom, and homeroom Class Connect sessions.
e Exceptions may be made based on accommodations.
e Student webcams are not recommended during large assembly sessions.

Dress Code Policy
Refrain from wearing the following:
e Distracting clothing
e Revealing clothing
¢ Clothing with content relative to drugs, alcohol, weapons, or any other controlled
substance on them
e Clothing with explicit language or inappropriate content
e Pajamas
e Gang attire
e Costume masks
e Clothing with political content
e Head coverings (such as inappropriate hats and beanies) or sunglasses worn in a
building during school hours; exceptions are made for religious or medical reasons;
no bandanas (all colors), do-rags (all colors), hairnets, surgical/shower caps

Location of Camera Usage in the Home for Students:
e Limit background noise
e Location in the home (Ex. A quiet area without distractions)
e Area where other people in your work environment are not visible - siblings or
other people in your home should not appear on camera to other students
¢ Include a neutral background to limit distractions

Disclaimer: By utilizing your webcam in live sessions, you agree to your image being
shown for purposes of replaying class recordings.




Student Engagement Support

Every full-time K12 Private Academy has access to a student support team, consisting of
an Academic Success Coach (ASC) or Homeroom Teacher, a Counselor, and other
administrative staff. General questions and questions related to pacing, re-enroliment,
using systems and tools, and other topics are best directed to the student support team.
If they do not know the answer, they will get the student in touch with the best resource to
help address the concern.

ASCs are the non-instructional single point of contact for full-time students who need
additional intervention and support to stay on pace or get back on pace.

Students will be placed into an online “classroom” with their assigned ASC and
Counselor, so they will always know who their point of contact is for all non-instructional
needs. ASCs will make periodic pro-active contact with students and Learning Coaches
and they are always available to respond to questions or concerns. Calls, texts, or e-
mails will be returned within one school day.

Partner Program Support

Account Managers assist our students in partner programs with their non-instructional
needs.

Registrar's Office

K12 Private Academy employs registrars who manage transcripts and school records
related to course completion and official records. They can be reached at a general e-
mail address, reqistrar@k12.com.

Technical Support

Questions that are clearly technical in nature, such as not being able to access the online
classroom, links that are not working, or issues logging into the OLS or D2L can be
resolved by calling 866.512.2273 (866-K12-CARE) or International- 606-274-2341.

The following link gives students and parents access to a support site where some
articles and messages about technical support issues are located.
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Communication Tools
School Provided Email

School Email, powered by Microsoft Office 365 (0365), is a mail system provided to
students and school staff, and is the e-mail that should be used to communicate and to
receive communication from K12 Private Academy.

The student’s username is the student email address (assigned after enrollment
approval); and the password is the same as the password for the student email address
can be found in ‘My Account’ in the OLS or OHS.

~ Welcome, Yvonne File Sharing ¥ | | My Account /| Change User | Log Out

17 [
bl =
k 17 rf Home z FMan ¥ =) Progress ¥ =3 Courses ¥ Massapes ¥ 'I_':.' Cammumnity ¥ My Account
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Donevon's Account (iCademy)

Abby's Account

Personal Information Contact Information
Mailing Address:
User HBME: |jsamame Swamest
Haman
PASSWOITE pammnsns Shipping Address:
" Confirm PRssword: seeesens
School Emai abby 431 S@icademy. com To update your address:
* Virtual Academies and International Academles
Emat ocennoo tact k wch Iniztrat
& Virtual Sehacl Programi
Heame Phane: yooo000000 - : 3
# Independent Study
Preferred Hame: anp tact Ki Seapend

Skype Accounts

We understand that students and Learning Coaches have busy schedules. All K12 Private
Academy staff use Skype and are available during posted hours. We encourage students and
Learning Coaches to set up the free version of Skype to use as an academic communication
tool. This allows students to quickly ask questions or provide updates. Teachers and other
staff post their Skype addresses for students and Learning Coaches to add to their Skype
accounts for easy access.

When setting up skype accounts, we recommend that students use their real age, which will
create a child-friendly account that automatically employs safety measures. Students can use
an adult’s account, for example the parent account, but these safety measures will not be in
place. For Skype’s information on child Spr1e53at'ety see:

\ J




https://support.skype.com/en/fag/FA10548/what-security-measures-do-you-have-in-place-to-
help-protect-children-on-skype?qg=kids

Telephone

All staff members have telephones with voicemail and texting capabilities. Faculty and
support staff make and receive phone calls on a regular basis and are available if
needed by phone during scheduled office hours. If they are already assisting another
student, leave a voicemail message with your student's name, course, and question. All
voicemails will be returned within 24 business hours on weekdays and non-holidays.
Appointments can easily be made by sending an e-mail, so that a more in-depth
conversation can be scheduled if needed.

Standardized Assessment

Standardized assessments are an important part of any school in that they are an
objective measure of student learning. The K12 Private Academy utilizes several
standardized assessments at different levels, although they are not part of a student’s
formal grade. They represent an additional way to measure progress against standards.
The results will be provided to Learning Coaches and teachers to identify opportunities for
further individualized support. K12 Private Academy does not require individual state
testing; however, we assess student progress and achievement in the curriculum and
participation in the pre-and post-versions of these assessments aid in the academic
personalization and support for our students. The following standardized tests are utilized:

STAR360 Testing

Star Assessments are given in grades kindergarten through 5" grade. These consist of
short tests that provide teachers with learning data. Star tests are computer adaptive,
which means they adjust to each answer your child provides. This helps teachers get the
best data to help your child in the shortest amount of testing time (about one-third of the
time other tests take). Teachers analyze the data they get from Star Assessments to learn
what students already know and what they are ready to learn next, to monitor student
growth, and to determine which students may need additional help. Star Assessments are
heavily researched and scientifically proven to help teachers guide each student on his or
her unique path to mastery. Star assessments are given at the beginning and ending of
each cohort.
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SAT/ACT/PSAT

Other examples of standardized assessment taken by students in K12 Private Academy
are the college entrance examinations. The school counselor will share information about
preparing, signing up for and taking these standardized assessments. As with the AP®
exams, students sign up for this testing on their own at available testing locations in their
area and need to provide the K12 Private Academy CEEB code at the time of testing for
their results to be shared with our counselor. The K12 Private Academy is not responsible
for scheduling this assessment for students.

Advanced Placement (AP®) Exams

AP® exams are given annually in May and can be taken by any student if pre-requisites
are met beforehand. However, they are typically taken by students in their junior or senior
year, following completion of an AP® course. A student does not need to take AP®
courses to sit for an exam; however, students who perform well on these exams have
typically taken the related AP® course and done well. These are standardized exams that
measure how well the students have mastered college-level coursework. AP® exams are
not offered by the K12 Private Academy. They are offered at testing locations in all states
in the United States but are not offered in every country. Students who plan to sit for the
AP® exam must contact the College Board at 888.225.5427 to find available testing
locations in their area The K12 Private Academy CEEB code needed for AP® exam
registration is 471067. You will also need to provide our Online Provider Code which is
132. This will ensure that the K12 Private Academy receives the score report for each
student. The K12 Private Academy is not responsible for scheduling this assessment for
students.

School Community and Student Life

Wolfpack Check-Ins

Upper School teachers will be assigned a group of FT students called the “Wolfpack.” In
the Lower School this will be with your Homeroom Teacher. The purpose of the Wolf
Pack is to allow for a chance to build school community and provide an additional layer of
support for students. Weekly sessions will be held to check-in, socialize, and provide
general announcements. Wolfpack leaders may also cover an assigned student skillset
topic each week.

Online Clubs

K12 Private Academy currently offers several online club options for full time students,
such as National Junior Honor Society, the National Honor Society, and the Mu Alpha
Theta Math honor club. These clubs for grades K-12 are often initiated and brought to life




by energetic teachers and students eager to share their passion for an activity or topic
with other like-minded learners. All clubs are staff moderated.

Our clubs offer many of the same features as those in a traditional setting, as well as
some added benefits. The only difference is that students connect through our web-based
meeting tool, rather than face-to-face.

Stride National Clubs

K12 Private Academy students also have the option of joining a wide variety of clubs
offered by the larger Stride organization at the national level. Families with questions
about National Clubs can email

Special Events

K12 Private Academy teachers also plan and lead additional sessions for student
enrichment and engagement through special events such as our school’s virtual talent
shows. Students can share their talents with their peers in a virtual live environment when
participating during these successful events. Additionally, students from around the world
get a unique opportunity to interact, learn and gain valuable knowledge from successful
guest speakers from a vast array of fields.

Career Readiness at K12 Private Academy

Now more than ever, students need to see a connection between what they are learning
in the classroom and their future careers. At K12 Private Academy, opportunities are
provided for students in grades 6-12 through our Stride Career Prep to make this
connection.

All students have access to career advising and career exploration experiences
throughout the year. Career advising helps students understand how their personal
interests, strengths and values might predict satisfaction and success in school and
related career fields, as well as how to tie these interests and strengths to their academic
and career goals. Career exploration experiences take the form of interactive
presentations with professionals, job shadowing, virtual field trips, internships, and
courses designed to expose students to the different career clusters.

For more information on the Stride Career Prep at K12 Private Academy, reference page
32 in this handbook.
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School-sponsored Publications and Productions

K12 Private Academy may sponsor student publications and productions as a means by
which students can learn, under adult direction, the skills required for such activities as
well as the rights and responsibilities of public expression in a free society.

The school administration reserves the right to exercise editorial control over school-
sponsored publications or productions or to prohibit such publications or productions in
their entirety if deemed necessary.




SECTION 3: PREPARING FOR STUDENT SUCCESS

Role of the Parent / Other Adult (Learning Coach)

In the online school environment, teachers, coaches, and school administrators work hard
to support student learning. They are always just an e-mail or phone call away, but they
do not have eyes and ears directly with students in their learning setting (typically at
home). To meet this need for “on site” support, K12 Private Academy requires the
designation of a Learning Coach for every student. For a student learning at home, the
Learning Coach is typically a parent, relative or other trusted adult who is available at